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**xxxx Excerpt from Wayside Pictures, Hymns, and Poems V1. The harp thou touchest with a trembling hand Shall give thee comfort when the dells
are dim, And down the dingles of life s trodden land Floats sad and slow the pensive evening hymn. The cup of kindness, sparkling to the rim, Shall
cheer thee onward through thy after-days, Proffered in gentleness and truth by him Who Christian love and tenderness displays: To whom | bid thee,
then, inscribe thy simple lays. VII. The echo followed him when heaven was clear, And when the clouds met in the angry sky. It filled the breeze of
every new-born year, As one by one they swept before his eye. In spells of song he oft would lyre-bound lie, Until he came the cheerful meed to
assign, Bidding the care-shades to their coverts fly; Whilst many stood aloof, with chilling whine, He aided his song-skiff with gales of love benign.
VIIIl. Now when his sun of life is in the west, And length ning shadows lie upon the land, He yields the secret nurtured in his breast, And thus fulfils the
cloud-sylph s clear command, Announced when roses were by faint winds fanned, And gleams of song on hill and hollow lay, Uniting kindreds in a
golden band, Till love shall reign, and war-feuds pass away, And consecrates his psalms to Alexander Gray. IX. The friend of those whose earthly
friends are few, He fills the widow s heart with richest joy; To the Divine injunction ever true, The weak to shield, to feed the orphan boy; The thorns
along life s pathway to destroy, And smooth the steep by drooping genius trod,...
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