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Perhaps it was because they realized that they had been exchanging ideas with men who were living
up to the highest conception of American patriotism. It may have been both; for it is undoubtedly
true that state consciousness is a potent factor in time of war in encouraging community effort, and
contact with national leaders is a source of inspiring incentive to renewed endeavor. This was
clearly evident in the great mass meeting held under the auspices of the Public Safety Committee in
Concord May 9, 1918, when Major Laughlin Maclean Watt, of the famous Black Watch Regiment of
Scotland, Mr. Arthur Bestor, of the Committee on Public Information, and Mr. Fred Walcott, of the
United States Food Administration, gave so vivid a portrayal of the crisis confronting the world. And
that same evening at a dinner given in Concord by the Federal...
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