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GREEN BUILDING: FEDERAL INITIATIVES FOR THE NONFEDERAL SECTOR COULD BENEFIT
FROM MORE INTERAGENCY COLLABORATION

Createspace. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 78 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.2in.Economic,
environmental, and health concerns have spurred interest in green building--construction and maintenance practices designed to make eAicient
use of resources, reduce environmental problems, and provide long-term financial and health benefits. Federal laws and executive orders direct
agencies to meet green building standards in federal buildings and to foster green building in the nonfederal sector; the latter includes private,
state, local, and tribal entities and accounts for the majority of the nations buildings. GAO was asked to (1) identify current initiatives by federal
agencies to foster green building in the nonfederal sector and (2) determine what is known about the results of these initiatives. As part of the
review, GAO sent questionnaires to the 11 agencies implementing the initiatives identified, including the Departments of Energy (DOE) and Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); examined agency documents; and spoke with agency oAicials. GAO
did not report funding data because oAicials stated that agencies do not track many green building funds separately. GAO identified 94 federal
initiatives--implemented by 11 agencies--that foster green building in the nonfederal sector. About two-thirds of these initiatives are implemented by
HUD (29 initiatives), EPA (18), and DOE (17). According to GAOs analysis of agency questionnaire responses, the initiatives vary in how they foster
green building in the following ways: (1) Elements fostered. All initiatives foster at least one of six green building elements GAO identified. Three-
quarters foster more than one element, and 21 initiatives across 7 agencies foster all six elements. (2) Direct or indirect fostering. Over two-thirds
(64) of the initiatives foster green building directly, and the rest foster green building as part of a broader effort that is focused not primarily...
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